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Lt. Shila Animesh Desai

Donated her: Kidney, Liver & Eyes

Date:- 14/12/2019
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Brain-dead NRI
woman's organs
save five lives

sSurai: A 5b-voar-old brain
dead NRI woman redeemed
hor pledge of donating her
organs whichshehad under-
taken [n2Me.

True 1o her promise, US
national Shila Desal, who
met with & road accident in
Valsad on Decomber 7, gave
fresh loase of It tofIve peo-
ple after her family donatod
DT Orpans In the ciy Desa-
I's Kidneys, liver and eyes
were donated. naPS

Family of brain-dead NRI

helps redeem her pledge

Her Organs
Give Fresh
Lease Of Life
To Five People

Yagoeihdehta
Stimesgroup.com

Surst: A 56-year-old braln-
doad NRI woman redoomaod
haer plodge of donating her
organs which
gha had un-
dertaken in
2018,

True 1o
her promise,
US natfanal
Shila Desal, who met wilh
A moad accident in Valsad,
gave fresh lease of 1ife w 0-
v people after her family
foanted her argans in tha
cliy on Satunday.

Desal had come 1o [ndla
om November 21 to athend
her nlece’s wedding sche-
duled to take place on De-
cember 12 She stayed at a
relative’s house in Katar

Desil wans deciuned bram-dead afer she met with an sceident in Vaisad

pam and had also gone (o
Valead to hor father Natub-
hal's home eariier this
menth. On Dacember 7, De-
gl went shopping with har
slsiar HLLLII.IJI.IILH sCuMI T Lo
Valsad but while retur-
ning, she fell from the (wo-
whooler suddonly. Desal
sufferesd sorious injury in
the head from the fall and
wis sdmined in a hospital
in Valsad. Dociors detaciod
braln hasmorrhage and
blood clot In the brain, She
was lnter referred to Unl
gue Hospital in Surat city

for further treatmasnt.

Desal had taken the
pledge in the US tn 2018 whi-
e gatting her driving lcon-
se. Desal's kidneys, liver
amnd eyes were donated by
the family after a team of
doctors at Unigue Hospital
where she was under treat-
ment declared har brain.
dead,

The donstlon of lver
and Kidneys was colloctod
by Instliibeof Kldney Dissa-
hsas Resaarch Contre
(TEDRC) while Desal's ayes
were collectsd by the city-

basod Lokdrashil
Bank.

Doctors In the clty ho-
splial operatad upon Desal
10 remove the blood clol.
Howover, her health did not
improve. On Sunday, doc-
tors alerted Donate Life
abowt the braln-dead patl-
enl afer which the NGO
starved process to convines
the family todonate her or-
gaDs.

“Initinlly the Ffamily
mombers woere not convin
ced. | requested them to
check Desal’s driving licen-
¢ and It was mentioned
there that sha 1s a donor. In
the US, the driving llcense
issning autharity asks app-
lcanis If they wish vo plad-
Ee thelr organs for doeonas-
tion at time of applying,”
sald Nilesh Mandiewala,
presldent of Donate Life,

Dasal, whoa lived with
har family In Groonwnod,
South Carolina In the US,
helped her hosband Anl-
mesh run thelr moted. Whi-
le kerson Sanil isa pharma-
cist there, daaghter Esha s
studying to beanurse.

Evo
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Brain dead NRI gives

new lease of life to 5

licence of South Carolina woman showsthat she

had given her assent to donate organs in case of her death

S56-year-old brain-de-
ad NRI woman whose
one decision in May
2018 to donate organs

in case she died an unnatural
deathhasgivenanewleaseof li-
fe tofive patients.

Sheela Desai, a Non Resi-
dent Indian based in Greenwo-
od, South Carolina state of the
US had flown down to Gujarat
on November 21 to attend the
wedding of a relative in Valsad
district. However, before she
could attend the wedding, an
incident led to serious head in-
jury to her and she being even-
tually declared brain dead. Ho-
wever, her US driving licence
showed thatwhenapplying for
the document, she had ticked
‘ves’ for being an organ donor.
Her choice has set a precedent
in her home state that will ho-
pefully encourage organ dona-
tionsystem. Desai, whose fami-
ly owns a motel in South Caro-
lina, had visited Valsad, to her
father's home for a wedding.
She was out shopping with her
sister Rupali on December 7,
when she fainted and fell off
the moving two-wheeler, sus-
taining serious head injuries.

She was taken to a private
hospital in Valsad for treat-
ment where she was diagnosed

with brain haemorrhage. She

Relatives of one of the beneficiaries:; (inset) Sheela Desal

was transferred to a bigger ho-
spital in Surat city where she
was operated on by neurosur-
geon DrLieut Shah. She did not
recover and a panel of doctors
atthe hospital declared herbra-
in dead on December 12, the
day of the wedding itself.
When contacted by hospi-
tal authorities, Nilesh Mandle-
wala, the head of Donate Life
NGO and newly-appointed
member to the state advisory
committeeon organ donation,
to the family and asked
them tocheckwhethershe had
given her assent to be an organ
donor. Upon receiving a positi-
ve reply from the family, head
of Gujarat's State Organ and
Tissue Transplant Organisa-
tion (SOTTO) Dr Pranjal Modi
was informed in Ahmedabad.
Thereafter, through Desai's
own previous consent, her kid-

neys, liver and eyes were dona-
ted to other patients in need of

Organs.

Advance consent for
organdonation
While consent for organ dona-
tion is usually taken from fami-
ly members when a patient is
declared brain dead by a panel
ofdoctors, thiswasauniqueca-
se, at least in Guijarat, wherein
the patient who had received
her US driving licence in 2018,
had already consented tobean
organdonor in that country.
In India too, such a system
exists since 2018. However, sta-
keholders say that since only
new licence applicants would
havegot that option, they have
not yet received cases where
brain dead patients themselves
had consented to donate their
OTgans.
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DONATE LIFE —
CADAVER ORGAN DONATION FIGURES
Date: january 2006 to 14th Nov, 2019

391
KIDNEY
141
LIVER
1
PANCREAS
24
HEART
4
LUNGS
290
CORNEA

Which has given new lease oi life &
vision to 719 persons across the country & globe
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